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A STORY OF THE ENSLAVED, TOLD WITH THE 
SPIRITUALS THAT GUIDED THEM TO FREEDOM. 

INSPIRED BY REAL EVENTS IN AMERICA’S HISTORY



2 hours  –  cast of 9  –  4 Musicians

A slave story told through song, 
“Underground” follows Bali, a field 
slave who plans to escape from his 

oppressive plantation life after 
learning that his master is going to 

sell his young daughter, Emala. 
Discovering instructions hidden 

within the lyrics of Negro 
Spirituals, Bali finally decides to flee 

with Emala.

A house slave, Dembi, is forced along 
their perilous journey after trying 
to convince them that their path is 
too dangerous. Dembi believes that 

they will surely be killed if they 
follow the path of the 

Underground Railroad. 

As we join them on the freedom trail, 
original and traditional spirituals 
inspire and guide them along their 
journey, in hopes that the master 

will never find them and drag them 
back to a life of servitude.



Film Production History
Winner of 21 awards in 

28 film festivals
2 Student emmys

Played in 60 countries
created in 2010

Play Production History
5 productions in 4 states

93% Average Capacity
created in 2015



Development - Play
Atlanta Black Theatre Festival, Atlanta GA - Full Production    
      October 2015 – 99% Capacity - 600 seats, 594 tickets sold Closing Night Event

Sankofa Annual Concert, Tallahassee, FL - Concert production
      July 2019 – 115% Capacity - 800 seats, 920 patrons standing room only

Negro Ensemble Company Showcase, New York City – Staged Reading
       March 2016 – 70% Capacity - 200 seats, 140 patrons (Minimal Marketing) 

                         Directed by TONY award-winner Ben Harney

Atlanta Musical Theatre Festival, Atlanta, GA – Staged Reading
       Aug 2016 – 88% Capacity - 184 seats, 162 tickets sold (Minimal Marketing) 

North Carolina Central University, Durham, NC - full production
       Feb 2017 - 93% Capacity - 300 seats, 280 patrons

93% Capacity 
Average!



“’Underground’ is the project we all dream to make!”
Julie Dash, Director 

“Daughters of the Dust”

“When you take the family to see 
their next performances, look out 

for ‘Underground’ as your best bet.”
Joseph Walker, Theatre Critic

“Akil DuPont ’s inspiring production of ‘Underground’ was the 
highlight of the event. The one-night only production, presented by the 
Atlanta Black Theatre Festival, played to an enthusiastic crowd that made it 
known they wanted more.”
AXS entertainment contributor

“Akil has such a unique gift for storytelling!”
Vivica A. Fox, Actress



Every American born form of music – rock and roll, 
country, gospel, hip-hop, etc. - traces back to the negro 
spiritual. Our ancestors had the vision and ingenuity 
to weave instructions into these songs to guide the 

tormented through the underground railroad. 



Creator’s NoteThe truth about our history is under 
assault in America. Politicians are 
trying to strip it from schools - 

elementary through college.

While this battle is still being fought 
in the halls of politics, we in the arts 

have a unique responsibility and 
opportunity to share authentic reality 

of the road to freedom from the 
descendants of those who lived it.

Showcasing our story through the 1st 
American born form of music, the 
spiritual is not only a powerful 

experience, but also one that touches 
the soul.

~Akil DuPont



Next Steps

1) A professional Development Workshop in New York 
City. Establish relationship with creative partners. Put 
show in front of a professional theatre audience.

Estimated date: Late 2023 / Early 2024

2) If needed, A regional developmental production or Off-
Broadway limited run

Estimated Date: If Needed

3) A commercial Off-Broadway or Broadway production 
in NYC

Estimated Date: Spring / Summer 2025



Demos & Short Film

Her Soul Was Tired

UndergroundLantern of Magic Underground
Short Film

Video clips are from the 
2019 Concert Performance

Audio clip of “Poor Pilgrim 
of “Sorrow”

https://youtu.be/NAPDMFy2rks
https://youtu.be/5h5hZb40Gvs
https://youtu.be/slHeP7ToT28
https://youtu.be/QgIBWsqTBqc
https://youtu.be/QgIBWsqTBqc
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_jGjAqAn31kX8yjNakVLodH2pnvaMTXI/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_jGjAqAn31kX8yjNakVLodH2pnvaMTXI/view?usp=share_link


The                                Team                            

BOOK & LYRICS

Akil DuPont, MFA
Winner of 2 

Student Emmys, 38 
festival awards

Lead Composer

Lili Forbes
Winner of 7 

Caribbean Gospel 
Music awards

Executive 
Producer

Meredith Lucio
Tony Award 

Winner
(Porgy & Bess)

General Manager

Aaron Grant
GM, Van Gogh’s Ear



Aaron Grant, General Manager
AaronGrant@theatrical.ag

516-650-7761

Meredith Lucio, Executive Producer
meredith@theatrical.ag

347-524-4264

Akil DuPont, Creator & Writer
AkiDee1217@gmail.com 

850-443-3883
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